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The Library opens!
January 31, 1908

• “Stands as an enduring 
monument to the Women’s 
Board of Trade, an 
organization of public 
spirited women of this city 
who are responsible for its 
erection.”

• “Showered with 
congratulations for the 
consummation of their 
work, the establishment of 
a modern free library 
having been one of the 
primary objects for which 
the association was 
formed.”

• New building model: 
electric lights, steam heat
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(Newspaper Archive, ABQ PL) Santa Fe New Mexican Newspaper Archives February 1, 1908; During the reception, there was a dance downstairs and the money was raised by the Women’s Board by holding a series of dances that would continue to pay off the construction debt and fund the library’s operation, the downstairs space was specifically designed to also serve as a ballroom; $10,000 cost; new shelves had not arrived, so old library was to still be used until the shelves arrived. Building included cloak room, lavatory, kitchen, and an apartment for the librarian (Miss Simmons)

Negative Number014045TitleWoman's Board of Trade Library, Washington Avenue, Santa Fe, New Mexico

Note sentence about not needing Carnegie’s assistance.




The Library Grows
• By 1917, the library had 5,000 volumes

• 1932, remodel begins with work by John Gaw Meem in his characteristic 
Territorial style.

• 1933-4, Olive Rush paints a fresco in the library building as part of the 
Public Works of Art Project

• 1961, City of Santa Fe purchases the WB of Trade library and takes over 
running it as the Santa Fe Public Library

• 1996 November - Fray Angélico Chávez History Library and Photo 
Archives opens. In addition to state funding and funds raised by Museum 
supporters, Fray Angélico donates royalties from his only novel The Lady 
from Toledo to the library. Work done by Bernabe Romero, architect.
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AC678, box 7
Negative Number091339TitleSanta Fe Public Library after remodeling

Library History and Women's History: An Ongoing Convergence | American Libraries Magazine

1987	Santa Fe Public Library moves across the street to the more spacious building at 145 Washington Avenue. The new home for SFPL is also known as the Berardinelli Building, a former city hall designed by John Gaw Meem in 1936. The Museum of New Mexico persuades the State Legislature to purchase the building at 120 Washington Avenue.
Fundraising begins to convert the former public library building at 120 Washington Avenue into the Palace of the Governors Library and Photo Archives. The Museum of New Mexico persuades the State Legislature to purchase the building at 120 Washington Avenue.
1996	November - Fray Angélico Chávez History Library and Photo Archives opens. In addition to state funding and funds raised by Museum supporters, Fray Angélico donates royalties from his only novel The Lady from Toledo to the library. Work done by Bernabe Romero, architect.




Who is Fray Angelico 
Chavez?

• Manuel Ezequiel Chávez, Born 1910, Wagon Mound, NM

• Started seminary at age 14 in Cincinnati, Saint Francis 
Seraphic Seminary. Ordained, 1937 as a Franciscan

• He gained the name “Fray Angelico” in seminary because he 
painted

• Army chaplain, archivist, poet, painter, novelist, man about 
town

• While researching at the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, he mined 
the vast quantity of colonial documents to make his 

masterwork Origins of New Mexico Families: A Genealogy of 
the Spanish Colonial Period  (1954)

• Donated the proceeds from his novel The Lady from Toledo 
to the library.
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Negative NumberPAMU.082.09Title"Papa, Me (Angelico Chavez) and Mama“
Negative Number050361TitleFather Angelico Chavez and Rosemary Rife, Museum of New Mexico Library, Santa Fe, New Mexico

From the family that founded Wagon Mound ; Fra Angelico, 15th century Dominican friar, most known for his frescos at the San Marco friary in Florence; army chaplain, 77th Infantry division 1943-1946, including two beach landings with the troops at Guan and Layte, also served in Germany and Fort Bliss, Texas;  “I never wanted to be a pastor of a big parish because city parishes, you’re always answering the phone or the doorbell.” (Turn left at the Sleeping Dog, JP LaFarge). 

Compiled and cross-referenced ONMF materials while researching Missions in New Mexico and La Conquistadora. Other notable books: But Time and Chance: the Story of Padre Martinez of Taos, 1793-1867; My Penitente Land: Reflections on Spanish New Mexico; Chávez : a Distinctive American Clan of New Mexico; had about an 18-year period (Vatican II) (1971-1989) where he left the Franciscan service, but never officially left the order

Note: beret.

The Painting Poet��I plucked a feather with a cactus drill�From the gray wing of a thrush;�One side I sharpened to a poet's quill,�The other end, a painter's brush.��I paint the sage upon the shady ground�With pigment-words of silver-jades,�And then I turn my wonder-pen around�And with it add the purple shades.��--Fray Angelico Chavez
Birth and Death: April 10, 1910 – March 18, 1996



WPA Collection 
(AC228)

• Typescripts from the Federal Writers Project (1936-1940)

• Oral histories gathered in Spanish and English

Presenter Notes
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American Guide, New Mexico : a guide to the colorful state

AC228 Gossip, myths and legends, ghost stories, local histories, oral histories, songs, cowboy tales, geographic and geologic information from all over the state



Chavez Library in the 21st century
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Baumann PAAC 1911, Brown County, Indiana 
John S. Candelario AC291
Ann Baumann Trust Collection of Documents and Photographs 
Edgar L. Hewett Collection (AC105)
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